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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2005/001212 



Box No, I Basis of the opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE |nmTV 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2005/001212 




appiicapiniy . . 

□ the entire international application, 
B claims Nos. 9-10 

because: . . 

O M oiaicna, « said o,ai.ns Nos. are so inada a ua«a, y supported « .ha deso*,»n M no meaning op,™,on 
could be formed. 

. no in^na, saaroo rapor, has dean as,a b ,ishad .0, .ha who,a W ,ica,lon « ,o, sa*. e,aan 8 N os. ,-.0 
□ „ ooCeo,** an*, amino acid sadoanoa ^ does no. oon,p. wi.h ,ho ,anda,d p.o.idad .o, ,n Anna, 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that. 



the written form 



the computer readable form 



□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 



□ See separate sheet for further details 
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International application No. 
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- Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule ^/s.1(a)(») with r inventive step or 
industrial! applicability; citations and explanation s supporting such statement „ _ 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


1-8,11 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


1-8,11 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8,11 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE international application No. 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING PPT/nR?005/001 21 2 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) . PCJ7GB2^05/001^ 

Re Item III. 

1 . Claims 9 and 1 0 have not been searched (Rule 6.2(a) PCT), therefore, these claims 
will not be examined (Rule 66.1 (e) PCT). 



Re Item V. 



2. Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US 6 171 199 B1 (COHODAS HOWARD A ET AL) 9 January 2001 (2001-01- 



09) 

n? • US 5 740 077 A (REEVES ET AL) 14 April 1998 (1998-04-14) 

D3 '- uILo2/16Vo46 A1 (HELBER ROBERT A) 7 November 2002 (2002-1 1-07) 

D4 ul 2002/01 1949 A1 (RUDOW RICHARD W ET AL) 31 January 2002 (2002- 

D5 • US531 9 548 A (GERMAIN ET AL) 7 June 1 994 (1 994-06-07) 

D6 '• US 2002/091 01 9 A1 (BAYS JOHN ET AL) 1 1 July 2002 (2002-07-1 1 ) 

D7 : US 5 214 757 A (MAUNEY ET AL) 25 May 1993 (1993-05-25) 

D8 ul 2002/027524 1 A1 (PIPPIN JOHN FESTUS) 7 March 

D9 : US 6 456 938 B1 (BARNARD KENT DEON) 24 September 2002 (2002-09 24) 



4. 



The present app.ication does not meet the criteria of Article *" 
subject-matter of the claims 1 and 5 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
nnrumert DI discloses a process and a system for generating a map of a hole of a 

^ least one graduation (Fig. 3A> showing the distance 
between a pin and a fixed point on the hole, the process including the steps of taking 
^GPS reading of the location of the pin (System 1 1 ); and generating the map based 
on the reading (cf. D1 : Col. 6, lines 8-28, Fig. 4). 

Each of the documents D2, D3. D4. D8 and D9, J^^J,^ 01 ' 

is also considered to destroy the novelty of the claims 1 and 5 (see Internat.onal 

Search Report). 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No. 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING pr-i7RR2005/001 21 2 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCJiGB2005/001^ 

5 Document D5 discloses a method and a system for generating a map of a golf course 
from which the subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 5 differs in that it 
expressly uses a GPS for reading the position of the pin. 

In D5, however, it is already spoken about the use of a GPS for reading the posrbon 
of a ball and, moreover, it is also described that the position of the pin » updated 
daily The use of the GPS for reading the position of the pin is, therefore, considered 
to be an obvious evolution of the system and method claimed in the cla.ms 1 and 5. 

6 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT because the 
LbjeTmatter of the claims 1 and 5 does not involve an inventive step m the sense 

Si'IISSSSrt the claims 1 and 5 differs from the process and the system 
disclosed in D6 in that a GPS is used, instead of statistical analysis, to read he 
pos^n of the Pin. Such an use of the GPS is merely one of several st-gh«orward 
possibilities from which the skilled person would select (see for example D7) n 
accordance with circumstances, without the exercise of inventive stall, m order to 
solve the problem of reading the position of the pin. 



7. 



Dependent claims 2-4, 6-8 and 1 1 do not contain any features which in. ^^ination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT 
in respect of novelty and/or inventive step. 
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Certain defects in the international application 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2005/001212 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table (s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. iii Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, invents step and industrial 
applicability 



obvious), or to 
□ the entire international application, 
S claims Nos. 9-10 
because: 



□ ,pa Calms, « sal. o,a, m a Noa. are eo inadequate,, w«d by ma descdp,»n M no ^ op,n B n 
could be formed. 
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the written form 



the computer readable form 



□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ See separate sheet for further details 
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' Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43fc/s.1(a)(i) with rSjS^velly, inventive step or 
industhal applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement _ 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-8,11 



inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-8,11 
1-8,11 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2005/Q01212 



Re Item III. 



Claims 9 and 10 have not been searched (Rule 6.2(a) PCT), therefore, these claims 
will not be examined (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). 



Re Item V. 



2. Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US 6 1 71 1 99 B1 (COHODAS HOWARD A ET AL) 9 January 2001 (2001 -01 - 



3. 



4. 



D3 : 
D4 : 

01-31) 



09) 

D2 • US 5 740 077 A (REEVES ET AL) 14 April 1998 (1998-04-14) 

US 2002/165046 A1 (HELBER ROBERT A) 7 November 2002 (2002-11-07) 
US 2002/011949 A1 (RUDOW RICHARD W ET AL) 31 January 2002 (2002- 

D5 • °US 3 5 319 548 A (GERMAIN ET AL) 7 June 1994 (1994-06-07) 
D6 '• US 2002/091 01 9 A1 (BAYS JOHN ET AL) 1 1 July 2002 (2002-07-1 1 ) 
D7 • US 5 21 4 757 A (MAUNEY ET AL) 25 May 1 993 (1 993-05-25) 
D8 ■ US 2002/027524 A1 (PIPPIN JOHN FESTUS) 7 March 2002 (2002-03-07) 
D9 i US 6 456 936 I B1 (BARNARD KENT DEON) 24 September 2002 (2002-09-24) 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Artic.e th * 
subject-matter of the claims 1 and 5 is not new in the sense of Art.de 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses a process and a system for generating a map of a hole of a 
goTcourse the map including at least one graduation (Fig. 3A) showing the distance 
between a pin and a fixed point on the hole, the process ^^«^££S 
a GPS reading of the location of the pin (System 1 1 ); and generating the map based 
on the reading (cf. D1 : Col. 6, lines 8-28, Fig. 4). 

Each of the documents D2, D3, D4, D8 and D9, considered independently from D1, 
is also considered to destroy the novelty of the claims 1 and 5 (see International 
Search Report). 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No. 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING prT/GR2005/001 21 2 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) . PGT/GB2005/0012^ 

5 Document D5 discloses a method and a system for generating a map of a golf course 
from which the subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 5 differs in that .t 
exDressly uses a GPS for reading the position of the pin. 

In D5, however, it is already spoken about the use of a GPS for reading the posrt.cn 
of a ball and, moreover, it is also described that the position of the p,n ,s updated 
daily The use of the GPS for reading the position of the pin .s, therefore, considered 
to be an obvious evolution of the system and method claimed in the claims 1 and 5. 

6 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject matter of the claims 1 and 5 does not involve an inventive step m the sense 
of Article 33(3)PCT. c „. m 
The subject-matter of the claims 1 and 5 differs from the process and the system 
disclosed in D6 in that a GPS is used, instead of statistical analysis to^ read he 
position of the pin. Such an use of the GPS is merely one of several stra.ghtforward 
possibilities from which the skilled person would select (see for example D7) n 
accordance with circumstances, without the exercise of inventive skill, in order to 
solve the problem of reading the position of the pin. 

7 Dependent claims 2-4, 6-8 and 1 1 do not contain any features which, in ~mbinafion 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT 
in respect of novelty and/or inventive step. 
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